


HERITAGE

1

75TH ANNIVERSARY 

The 2012-13 school year marked the 75th anniversary of the Klein ISD and 
the district had a wonderful year of celebrations. In 1849, German immigrants, 
led by Adam Klein, settled this area now known as Klein. Shortly thereafter, a 
bustling farming community emerged. In 1938, the school district was officially 
named the Klein Independent School District in honor of Adam Klein. Since 
that time, the area has transformed into a thriving suburban region, filled with 
a variety of businesses and amenities that make Klein an optimal location for 
families to settle and establish strong roots.

A 75th Anniversary committee met during the summer of 2012 to lay out the 
plans for this momentous occasion. A detailed website was created, a special 
commemorative logo was designed to be used throughout the year, each campus 
produced a special video tribute, nominations were taken from the community 
to honor 75 Diamonds, a timeline on the Klein ISD Facebook page going back 
to 1938 chronicled the 75 years and the Klein ISD Education Foundation (KEF) 
hosted a culminating event in June called Diamonds & Denim Jubilee.

Nearly 900 community members, Klein ISD employees and business partners 
attended the Diamonds & Denim Jubilee which fulfilled two objectives for the KEF; 
to honor the district and also provide the Klein ISD with a tangible gift for students 
and staff. A net profit of $105,000 from the event will help to launch the first ever 
S.T.E.A.M. Express, a retro-fitted travel trailer. This mobile learning center will 
visit campuses year-round and provide teachers with new and exciting hands-on 
learning opportunities, allowing students to travel outside the normal classroom 
experience in the areas of science, technology, engineering, arts and math. The 
Jubilee also recognized the 75 Diamonds of the Klein ISD who are individuals, 
families or businesses who have made a lasting impact on education in the district. 
For a list and information about the 75 Diamonds, visit, www.kleinisd.net/75.
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who worked in the district for many years. She is a descendant 
of many of the founding families including the Zwinks for whom 
Zwink Elementary was named. Stevens gives tirelessly of her 
time while raising two young children with her husband Tyler. 

Klein ISD is truly blessed to have former students return to the 
area where they were raised and educated. The district employs 
more than 600 former students which is truly a testament to 
the community and the school district. The Klein ISD spans 
88 square miles and is not defined by a town; therefore, the 
school district in many ways serves as the glue that binds our 
community together. We believe that the Klein ISD is a special 
place to live, work and raise children.

FINANCE

The Klein ISD has, from its inception, been a very frugal school 
district, watching every penny to ensure that the taxpayer’s 
funds are used wisely and in the best interest of the students’ 
education. For example, in 1964 the school board allowed the 
football booster club $200 to build a press box but the booster 
club had to donate the labor and the foundation materials. 
This tradition continues under the watchful eye of the chief 
financial officer, Thomas Petrek. 

For the third consecutive year, the Klein ISD earned 4.5 out of 
five stars on the Financial Allocation Study for Texas (FAST) 
released by the Texas Comptroller’s Office. The FAST is a 
detailed study of Texas public school funding and its relation to 
academic achievement, which was in response to a directive by 
the Texas Legislature in 2009. The 2012 FAST rates public and 
charter school districts and includes data from the 2008-09, 
2009-10 and 2010-11 school years. The 2012 FAST evaluated 
1,136 public school districts and charter schools, of which only 
142 earned 4.5 stars or better.

The Klein ISD received a Superior Achievement mark under 
the Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST) for the 
10th straight year serving as another testament to the district’s 
financial integrity. The district attained the highest rating after 
tabbing a perfect score of 70. The purpose of FIRST is to ensure 
that school districts are accountable for the quality of their 
financial management practices and achieve a high level of 
performance in the management of their financial resources.

The Klein ISD is very proud of these awards as they reflect 
sound handling of our financial resources in order to provide the 
maximum allocation possible for direct instructional purposes.

KLEIN ISD: A CARING COMMUNITY

Looking back over 75 years of Klein ISD history was both 
fascinating and informative but what resonated throughout 
the years was the caring and giving community of people that 
live and work in this wonderful community. During the last 
school year, we celebrated many examples of this as a Klein 
ISD community. 

The Unite for Understanding Council held its first cultural 
conversation forum regarding religious diversity welcoming a 
six-member panel of different religious leaders. These leaders 
each shared brief overviews of their individual beliefs then 
spoke about how communities and families can draw together 
despite varying beliefs and cultures. The Unite Council was 
honored by the Houston Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
with the Community of Respect designation for the fourth 
consecutive year for actively promoting respect and diversity 
throughout the district.

From the time Elcida Rodriguez stepped into the kindergarten 
classroom back in 1981 she knew she wanted to be a teacher. 
She was going to overcome any obstacle starting with learning 
English as her second language. Rodriguez was considerably 
influenced by her Nitsch teachers but her principal, Jim Cain, 
and his warm smile and positive attitude have remained in 
her heart. Dr. Cain’s wisdom and encouragement empowered 
her to dream big. Rodriguez returned to the Klein ISD family 
teaching at Kohrville Elementary and strives to be one of those 
teachers that inspire students and encourage big dreams!

The last day of May found firefighter Captain Bill Dowling, 
a Klein Oak High School graduate and USMC veteran, 
dispatched to a hotel fire in Houston. During his heroic 
efforts, the tile roof collapsed and Dowling was trapped under 
the burning debris and sustained severe injuries. Dowling’s 
wife Jacki, also a Klein Oak graduate, got the call at Frank 
Elementary where she was a physical education teacher. 
She and their three children have been by his side during his 
recovery in the Houston Medical Center and the Klein ISD and 
surrounding community have been providing support through 
numerous fundraising efforts. 

A final example of former students giving back to the district 
where they received their K-12 education is the volunteer 
work of Julie Mittelstädt Stevens. She serves as the district 
volunteer coordinator for the third consecutive year, is a KEF 
board director and is the chair of the Klein Texas Historical 
Foundation. Stevens is the daughter of Art and June Mittelstädt 
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During the 2012-13 school year, Klein ISD students continued to excel on 
standardized tests across all grade levels. The class of 2013 exceeded the 
state and nation in nearly all categories tested on both the SAT and ACT tests.     
Last year also marked the second administration of the STAAR and End of Course 
(EOC) exams. A match comparison with results from across the state exhibits that 
Klein ISD students performed exceptionally well on all EOC and STAAR exams.

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) also released its new rating system as it 
relates to school and district performance this past year. This is the first time 
for the state to use an index-based approach to academic accountability.    
The indexes measured include: student achievement, student progress, closing 
performance gaps and postsecondary readiness. As a district, each high school, 
intermediate campus and 27 out of 28 elementary schools were rated as Met 
Standard. Twenty-two campuses across the district also earned a total of 35 
distinction designations based on testing results. To review the data, visit   
www.kleinisd.net/accountability. 

High schools will continue with the transition from TAKS to STAAR and EOC exams 
for another year. New for the 2013-14 school year, with the passage of House Bill 
5, EOC exams students must take to graduate have been reduced from 15 to five. 
Learn more about House Bill 5, visit the district’s website, www.kleinisd.net/hb5.

The Klein ISD was also selected as a Texas High Performance School Consortium 
(THPSC) district and worked on legislation for the 83rd session, this past year.  
As one of 23 districts selected by TEA’s commissioner, the group was charged with 
developing innovative learning standards, assessments and accountability systems 
in four key areas which include: 1) engagement of students in digital learning,     
2) use of multiple systems to assess student learning, 3) focused learning 
standards, and 4) reliance on local control. Their work produced House Bill 2824, 
which unfortunately was vetoed by the governor. The consortium, however, remains 
steadfast in its mission to transform public education and will continue their work.  
To learn more about the district’s involvement, visit www.kleinisd.net/consortium.

The district was once again selected to participate in the nationwide Digital 
Learning Day on Feb. 6, 2013. The day was sponsored by the Alliance for Excellent 
Education and the U.S. Department of Education. The campaign is designed to 
celebrate exemplary teachers and instructional strategies that maximize effective 
and innovative uses of technology. The Klein ISD participated in a morning webcast 
and demonstrated how the district’s Technology Baseline Standards Initiative (TBSI) 
is embedded across the curriculum in all grade levels. To learn more about the 
educational technology, visit www.kleinisd.net/edtech.

Students excel because of the quality of staff in the Klein ISD. This past 
year, the district hired more than 300 teachers across all grade levels. All 
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Klein ISD teachers were Highly Qualified, and the district 
remains vigilant in its mission to employ and retain highly 
qualified employees. Listed are some staff and department 
accomplishments during the 2012-13 school year. 

 ᐤ The Houston Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce 
honored Klein ISD superintendent, Jim Cain, with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at its 2012 Starlight Awards Event.

 ᐤ The Klein ISD Board of Trustees was named a 2012  
Texas Association of School Administrators (TASA) Honor 
Board and selected as one of the top five school boards 
in the state.

 ᐤ John Banas, Klein High head wrestling coach, garnered his 
300th dual meet win on Dec. 6, 2012.

 ᐤ Klein ISD help desk supervisor, Valerie Wilson, earned the 
title of 2013 Technical Support Person of the Year from the 
Texas Computer Education Association (TCEA).

 ᐤ Stephanie Green, assistant director of media and library 
services, was selected by the National School Board 
Association (NSBA) as one of 20 to Watch.

 ᐤ Klein Oak High School dance instructor and alumni, Fayla 
Curry, received the ADL 2013 Walter Kase Teacher Excellence 
Award for her Partners in Dance program that pairs students 
with disabilities with dance students at least once a week. 

 ᐤ The Kleinwell program, led by wellness coordinator Winni 
Attaway, received a Houston Business Journal (HBJ) 
Healthiest Employer 2013 Award in the Large Business 
Employer category.

TEA ACCOUNTABILITY RATING KLEIN ISD

MET STANDARD 
•	 student achievement 
•	 student progress 
•	 closing performance gaps 
•	 postsecondary readiness

DID NOT MEET 
STANDARD 
•	 none
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In the 2012-13 school year, the Klein ISD realized more benefits of the 2008 bond 
and recognized faster growth in the area. At the start of the 2012-13 school year, 
the Klein ISD had 44,862 students enrolled. On the last day of school, enrollment 
had sky-rocketed to 46,764. In the October 2012 Population and Survey Analyst 
(PASA) demographics study about the district, the projected enrollment showed 
the student population approaching 60,000 by the year 2022. This indicates 
that the Klein ISD will continue to experience growth in the district from new 
development and move-ins. The Klein ISD will continue to monitor growth in 
the area from the new ExxonMobil campus, the relocation of Noble Energy, 
the expansion of Baker Hughes and the arrival of the Grand Parkway and plan 
accordingly for new schools and staff. 

The Board of Trustees was able to continue reaching its goals during the  
2012-13 school year. Members approved hiring more police officers and 
provided additional training to administrators and staff through courses such as 
Intruderology (Safe Plans). Quality personnel is always a goal as 100 percent 
of all teachers in the Klein ISD are Highly Qualified and the district continues 
to experience high retention rates for our staff. During the 2012-13 school year, 
the Board provided a three percent raise for employees as well as achieved its 
goal of financial accountability due to conservativeness and responsibility within 
the finance department. Staff and board members continue to take training and 
staff development hours to assist with the board’s vision. For example, trustee 
Steve Smith earned the designation of Master Trustee when he completed the 
Leadership Texas Association of School Boards this past summer. He is the third 
Klein ISD Board member to attain this distinction. 

The Klein ISD Education Foundation (KEF) assisted the district through donations 
and in-kind services throughout the school year. To date, the Foundation has 
awarded 285 classroom grants to Klein teachers and professional development 
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totaling $1,530,152. KEF worked diligently to provide funding 
for the S.T.E.A.M. Express by hosting the 75th anniversary 
Diamonds & Denim Jubilee. 

The KEF golf tournament was renamed the A.K. Buddy Brown 
Klein Golf Classic. Director Buddy Brown has chaired the event 
since 2002. The golf tournament net profits total $1,012,860 
which are used to fund innovative and creative classroom 
teacher grants. The KEF also presented $75 Office Depot 
gift cards to 330 new-to-Klein ISD teachers. KEF hosted the 
Through Your Eyes Multimedia Student Contest and awarded 
cash prizes to 16 winning videos selected by judges from 
the community and Klein ISD staff. The directors hosted a 
Community Awareness Luncheon for nearly 170 business 
and community members to showcase grants and share 
information about the foundation. KEF also hosted the 11th 
annual Academic Banquet honoring the top 10 graduating 
seniors from each high school. Each graduate recognized a 
Klein ISD teacher who has had a significant positive influence 
on his/her education and life. Please visit www.kleinisd.net/kef 
to learn more about how the foundation helps the district with 
its mission.

As the Klein ISD starts the 2013-14 school year, we look back 
to our strong heritage that binds us as a community and leads 
our vision to excel. More importantly we are ever vigilant on 
providing each Klein ISD student with an education that equips 

them to be a successful citizen. The district has not done this 
alone, it is with the assistance of dedicated teachers, staff, 
students, parents, community members and business partners 
working together, to ensure the Klein ISD continues Reaching 
Higher for its students. For this, the district is ever grateful.

Klein ISD’s vision of Reaching Higher is structured by the 
following strategies: 
•	 Raise the performance of all students and close the 

achievement gap. 
•	 Recruit and retain the highest quality employees. 
•	 Promote positive character traits by building relationships, 

encouraging engagement and communicating effectively.
•	 Establish and use best practices for continuous 

improvement.
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The 2012-13 school year was met with much anticipation as the 75th milestone was reached and two 
beautiful new schools welcomed students for the first time. Who would have thought in 1938 when the 
district was founded with 582 students that we would reach an enrollment of  46,744 students in 75 short 
years. Founded from this small rural community with a strong work ethic and good values, the Klein ISD has 
emerged well-renowned in academic excellence, character education and digital education. 

As the district celebrated our 75th year, we honored that extraordinary heritage while celebrating excellence 
in education. We are thankful for the individuals who set a solid foundation for our district. Because of  their 
vision, we all work together to ensure each student is well-equipped for whatever life passage they pursue. 
Today as in the past, we share a common bond - our children. They unite us as family, filled with a rich history 
and traditions that make us a truly exceptional community. We thank everyone - all trustees, administrators, 
faculty and staff, students, parents, community members and business partners that have connected with the 
Klein ISD over the last 75 years, and we now look to the future expecting great things because of  what each of  
you do daily to make our district exceptional.
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